He said he had frequently suffered much pain in this tooth. The swelling projected into the right nasal fossa as well as on to the cheek and hard palate, and there was a constant purulent discharge from the nose. Chloroform having been administered, I first extracted the damaged tooth, and then pushed up a trocar and canula through the hole thus made in the alveolus into the abscess cavity. I then inserted adrainage tube into the opening, andcuttingthe end off level with the adjacent teeth, allowed it to remain in. He came to see me daily, and I syringed out the cavity with boracic lotion through the drainage tube. The purulent discharge from the nose at once ceased and the swelling diminished. The presence of the drainage tube caused him no incon-venience, but I thought it best to remove it after three days.
The sinus soon closed after this, and he is now quite well.
Remarks.?Abscess of the antrum is generally caused by disease of the root of one of the upper teeth extending through the thin plate of bone separating them from the cavity. The tooth involved is generally the first or second molar, but in the case recorded above it was the lateral incisor which caused the mischief. It cannot be too strongly insisted upon that the treatment of congenital talipes must be a gradual one. The distorted skin, muscles, ligaments, cartilages and bones, have to be gradually moulded to their proper shape and fixed there for a considerable time before they will retain their new position, and the treatment has to be kept up for some time after the child begins to walk or it will surely recur. The first time the plaster of paris bandage is applied I generally keep it on about six weeks, it is then removed and left off two days to allow the skin to recover, then another is put on and allowed to remain about two months, and then afterwards it is renewed every two months until the child is about two years old, when the foot will generally be found to have assumed its normal shape. The muscles will even then require constant shampooing for some time before they will reach their proper size and strength, as there is always considerable want of development of the muscles in these cases.
A great deal of the success depends upon early treatment. I have never had much success when the child has reached the age of twelve months before the treatment has been commenced. g 2
